
 

 

 

Monday 25 May, 2026 

 

Kangaroo paws to arrive in Kensington Gardens 

 

Chelsea Flower Show plants to be rehomed in one 

of London's Royal Parks 

 
Australian flora from the RHS Chelsea Flower Show's Journey Beyond the Tracks: From 

Adelaide to Perth Australian garden, designed by Max Parker-Smith, will be 

replanted by Royal Parks’ horticultural apprentices as part of a climate resilience 

research project. 

As the 2026 RHS Chelsea Flower Show has now ended, the plants from the 

acclaimed Journey Beyond the Tracks: From Adelaide to Perth garden are being 

moved to a permanent new home in Kensington Gardens, one of London's eight 

historic Royal Parks and free to visit for all. 

The Australian flora, including Anigozanthos (kangaroo paw), Callistemon 

(bottlebrush) and Melaleuca (paperbark), will be replanted by The Royal Parks' 

horticultural apprentices in the landscape running from Buck Hill Lodge through to 

Queen Anne's Alcove in Kensington Gardens. 

The planting forms part of a joint research project between the garden designer 

Max Parker-Smith and The Royal Parks, led by Matthew Pottage, Head of Horticulture 

and Landscape Strategy, exploring how plants native to South Australia and Western 

Australia respond to London's evolving microclimate. 

Garden Designer, Max Parker-Smith comments:  

"It is incredibly rewarding to see the flora from the 'Journey Beyond the Tracks: From 

Adelaide to Perth' garden find a permanent home at Kensington Gardens.  

“This relocation ensures a lasting legacy for our 2026 RHS Chelsea Flower Show 

presence while forging meaningful partnerships rooted in conservation and climate-

resilient planting.  

“By rehoming species from the vibrant kangaroo paw to ancient grass trees, we are 

sharing the wild, authentic nature of South Australia and Western Australia. This 

transition mirrors the Journey Beyond spirit by continuing our storytelling of Australian 

innovation and the vital importance of sustainable, hardy landscapes in an ever-

changing world." 

https://www.journeybeyondrail.com.au/adelaide-to-perth-garden/
https://www.journeybeyondrail.com.au/adelaide-to-perth-garden/


 

Matthew Pottage, Head of Horticulture and Landscape Strategy, The Royal Parks, 

said: 

"London is already experiencing hotter, drier summers and warmer, wetter winters, 

and that is reshaping what we can grow. As part of our commitment to creating 

climate-resilient parks for future generations, we are diversifying planting across the 

estate, trialling new species and learning what thrives. 

“Welcoming these South Australian and Western Australian species into Kensington 

Gardens gives us a genuine opportunity to understand how they perform in our 

conditions, and what that might mean for the way we manage planting across the 

Royal Parks in the years ahead.” 

For the Royal Parks' horticultural apprentices, who will carry out the planting, the 

project offers a hands-on introduction to the kind of forward-thinking horticulture 

that will define their careers and London's green spaces in the decades to come. 

The species have been carefully selected for their natural resilience. Kangaroo 

paws, in particular, are set to bring a striking splash of colour to Kensington Gardens. 

Evolved over millennia to withstand extreme heat, water scarcity and temperature 

swings, these plants are uniquely suited to the conditions London is beginning to 

mirror. 

Kensington Gardens is free to visit for everyone, and Londoners and visitors alike will 

be able to watch the new planting establish and evolve in the coming months. 

Russell Stevens, Head Gardener, Kensington Gardens, said: 

"Kensington Gardens has a long history of bold, beautiful planting, and these 

Australian species will add something genuinely new to that story. The Journey 

Beyond the Tracks: From Adelaide to Perth garden was a real showstopper at 

Chelsea, and we are thrilled that its plants will now have a permanent home here for 

everyone to enjoy. 

“Kangaroo paws are not plants Londoners are used to seeing in their parks, and I 

think visitors will be fascinated to watch them establish and evolve through the 

seasons. I am also proud that it will be our horticultural apprentices carrying out the 

planting - getting hands-on experience with this kind of innovative, climate-focused 

work is exactly what the next generation of horticulturists needs." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Notes to Editors:  

About the garden: The Journey Beyond the Tracks: From Adelaide to Perth Australian 

garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2026 celebrates the Indian Pacific, one of 

the world's epic rail journeys, and the nature cities of Adelaide and Perth; conveying 

the diversity of South Australian and Western Australian landscapes along the route. 

Designed by Max Parker-Smith, the garden was awarded a Silver-Gilt Medal from 

the Royal Horticulture Society. 

 

About Journey Beyond: Australia’s leading experiential tourism group, Journey 

Beyond, is privileged to operate 21 brands spanning the country and New Zealand, 

connecting guests to the land, and to each other. Headquartered in Adelaide, 

Journey Beyond formed in 2016 and now comprises tourism brands including: iconic 

trains The Ghan, Indian Pacific, Great Southern, The Overland; premium small-group 

outback operator Outback Spirit; eco-luxury lodge Sal Salis Ningaloo Reef; aquatic 

adventures Cruise Whitsundays, Rottnest Express, Sailaway Port Douglas, Horizontal 

Falls Seaplane Adventures, Darwin Harbour Cruises and Journey Beyond Cruise 

Sydney; our tallest members, Melbourne Skydeck and Eureka 89; the historic Vintage 

Rail Journeys; The Telegraph Station in Alice Springs; Monarto Safari Resort; Exmouth 

Dive & Whalesharks Ningaloo, New Zealand coach tour specialist Grand Pacific 

Tours, Ayers Rock Resort and Mossman Gorge Cultural Centre. 

www.journeybeyond.com 

About the South Australian Tourism Commission: The South Australian Tourism 

Commission invites the world to share in the simple pleasures that Adelaide and 

regional South Australia offer locals and guests alike. Whether it’s exploring the 

state’s botanic gardens and national parks with an Aboriginal elder, hiking ancient 

trails teeming with native wildlife, star gazing around a camp fire or indulging in a 

long vineyard lunch at one of its award winning wineries; the epic South Australian 

landscapes form the backdrop for experiences that will live long in the memory. 

About Tourism Western Australia: Walk on a Dream in Western Australia and explore 

the awe-inspiring attributes that make the State such a wondrous, dreamlike 

destination. Tourism WA's Walking on a Dream campaign is inspired by WA's unique 

Aboriginal culture and inspires holidaymakers to book their next visit to WA by 

showcasing the State's dreamlike qualities - jaw-dropping landscapes, supernatural 

colour contrasts, otherworldly phenomena, immersive connections with authentic 

characters, and one-of-a-kind experiences that inspire a sense of unparalleled 

freedom. 

About The Royal Parks The Royal Parks is a charity that manages over 5,000 acres of 

parkland, gardens and public spaces across London, including Hyde Park, 

Kensington Gardens, The Green Park, St James's Park, The Regent's Park and 

Primrose Hill, Greenwich Park, Richmond Park and Bushy Park. Kensington Gardens is 

free to visit and open to everyone. 

https://www.journeybeyondrail.com.au/adelaide-to-perth-garden/
http://www.journeybeyond.com/


The plants Species being rehomed to Kensington Gardens include Anigozanthos 

(kangaroo paw), Callistemon (bottlebrush) and Melaleuca (paperbark), all native to 

South Australia and Western Australia. 

 

For more information on Kensington Gardens please contact:  

Emily McGhie / Emma Rigby 

press@royalparks.org.uk 

0300 061 2128 

 

For more information on the garden please visit: 

RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2026 - Journey Beyond Rail or contact:  

 

Julia Newbound, UK PR for Tourism Western Australia – 

julia.newbound@westernaustralia.com / 07581 783055 

 

Kylie Bawden, UK PR for Journey Beyond - kylie.bawden@finnpartners.com / 07734 

904824 

 

Emma Humphreys, UK PR for the South Australian Tourism Commission – 

emma@emmahumphreys.co.uk / 07912020853 

 

Cheree McEwin, Group Manager, PR & Communications Journey Beyond - 

cheree.mcewin@journeybeyond.com  (based in Adelaide) 
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